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igned by President Franklin D. Roosevelt on February 19, 1942, Executive Order 9066
called for the incarceration of 120,000 Japanese Americans during WWII. Every
year, the Japanese American community in Chicago comes together to commemorate
EO9066 as a reminder of the fragility of civil liberties in times of crisis and the importance
of remaining vigilant in protecting the rights and freedoms of all.
DAY OF REMEMBRANCE 2022 features a variety of speakers celebrating the
passage of the TEACHING EQUITABLE ASIAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY
HISTORY (TEAACH) ACT. Signed into law on July 9, 2021, the TEAACH Act makes
Illinois the first state to mandate that Asian American history be taught in public schools.
Join us to learn why the TEAACH Act matters, how the task of implementation is being
addressed, and how the Japanese American community is contributing to the effort.
The program will feature a showcase of classroom-ready resources for teaching about
EO9066 and incarceration through a Chicago lens.
Chicago-based HO ETSU TAIKO will take the stage to perform a new work composed
especially for Day of Remembrance 2022. Ho Etsu Taiko blends the deep-rooted
culture of Japanese American drumming with influences that inspire and celebrate the
diversity of their performing members.
Join us in the Chicago Room following the program to learn more about the organizations
responsible for planning this important annual community event.

EXECUTIVE ORDER 9066
- - - - - - AUTHORIZING THE SECRETARY OF WAR TO PRESCRIBE
MILITARY AREAS
WHEREAS the successful prosecution of the war requires every possible protection
against espionage and against sabotage to national-defense material, nationaldefense premises, and national-defense utilities as defined in Section 4, Act of April
20, 1918, 40 Stat. 533, as amended by the Act of November 30, 1940, 54 Stat. 1220,
and the Act of August 21, 1941, 55 Stat. 655 (U.S.C., Title 50, Sec. 104);
NOW, THEREFORE, by virtue of the authority vested in me as President of the
United States, and Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy, I hereby authorize
and direct the Secretary of War, and the Military Commanders whom he may from
time to time designate, whenever he or any designated Commander deems such
action necessary or desirable, to prescribe military areas in such places and of
such extent as he or the appropriate Military Commander may determine, from
which any or all persons may be excluded, and with respect to which, the right of
any person to enter, remain in, or leave shall be subject to whatever restrictions
the Secretary of War or the appropriate Military Commander may impose in his
discretion. The Secretary of War is hereby authorized to provide for residents of
any such area who are excluded therefrom, such transportation, food, shelter,
and other accommodations as may be necessary, in the judgment of the Secretary
of War or the said Military Commander, and until other arrangements are made,
to accomplish the purpose of this order. The designation of military areas in any
region or locality shall supersede designations of prohibited and restricted areas
by the Attorney General under the Proclamations of December 7 and 8, 1941, and
shall supersede the responsibility and authority of the Attorney General under the
said Proclamations in respect of such prohibited and restricted areas.
I hereby further authorize and direct the Secretary of War and the said Military
Commanders to take such other steps as he or the appropriate Military Commander
may deem advisable to enforce compliance with the restrictions applicable to each
Military area hereinabove authorized to be designated, including the use of Federal
troops and other Federal Agencies, with authority to accept assistance of state and
local agencies.
I hereby further authorize and direct all Executive Departments, independent
establishments and other Federal Agencies, to assist the Secretary of War or the
said Military Commanders in carrying out this Executive Order, including the
furnishing of medical aid, hospitalization, food, clothing, transportation, use of
land, shelter, and other supplies, equipment, utilities, facilities, and services.
This order shall not be construed as modifying or limiting in any way the authority
heretofore granted under Executive Order No. 8972, dated December 12, 1941,
nor shall it be construed as limiting or modifying the duty and responsibility of
the Federal Bureau of Investigation, with respect to the investigation of alleged
acts of sabotage or the duty and responsibility of the Attorney General and the
Department of Justice under the Proclamations of December 7 and 8, 1941,
prescribing regulations for the conduct and control of alien enemies, except as
such duty and responsibility is superseded by the designation of military areas
hereunder.
Franklin D. Roosevelt
THE WHITE HOUSE
February 19, 1942
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THE TEAACH ACT
Public Act 201-0044
Introduced into the Illinois state legislature in January 2021, the Teaching
Equitable Asian American Community History (TEAACH) Act was signed
into law on July 9, 2021. This act amends the Illinois School Code to
ensure that students in every public elementary and high school in Illinois
learn about the contributions of Asian Americans to the economic, cultural,
social, and political development of the United States. Beginning with the
2022-2023 school year, public schools must include a unit of instruction
studying the events of Asian American history, including the history of
Asian Americans in Illinois and the Midwest, as well as the contributions
of Asian Americans toward advancing civil rights from the 19th century
onward.
Under the leadership of Asian Americans Advancing Justice | Chicago, a
coalition of cultural groups and supporting organizations worked tirelessly
to support the passage of the act. Now that the bill has been signed into
law, the challenge becomes one of implementation.
While we will be hearing today about classroom-ready educational
resources that focus specifically on Japanese American history, we
acknowledge and celebrate the fact that the TEAACH Act encompasses
so much more. Asian American history is rich and diverse, and the
Japanese American community stands in solidarity with the many other
Asian American communities in Chicago and Illinois to ensure that all of
our histories are taught and remembered.

CLASSROOM-READY
EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES
For more information about the educational resources highlighted in
today’s program please visit www.chicagodor.org

REP. JENNIFER GONG-GERSHOWITZ serves in the Illinois State
Legislature, representing the 17th District. Together with IL State Senator
Ram Villivalam, she introduced the bill that became the TEAACH Act,
stating “the TEAACH Act helps create a more inclusive and comprehensive
understanding of American history for all students in Illinois and helps fight
anti-Asian racism and xenophobia.” www.gonggershowitz.com
GRACE PAI is the Executive Director of Asian Americans Advancing Justice
| Chicago. Deeply involved in the work of the TEAACH Coalition, she
wrote in the Education Post, “Asian American history explores the waves
of immigration to the U.S. through war and changing labor dynamics—as
well as the xenophobia and violence that manifested in these periods.
This perspective on American history examines the deeper faults in our
society, beneath the cracks that the pandemic has spotlighted. Moreover,
it prepares us to build new futures that do not repeat our past.”
www.advancingjustice-chicago.org
HO ETSU TAIKO began in 1997 as an offshoot of the Midwest Buddhist
Temple Taiko group, Chicago’s first and oldest taiko group with origins
dating back to 1977. Ho Etsu means “to spread joy” – a spirit they
endeavor to reflect in their approach to taiko. Through the years Ho Etsu
has grown from a temple youth group to a powerful performing ensemble
in its own right, learning traditional kumi-daiko styles with an emphasis on
self-expression and creativity. Their uniquely Chicago sound with global
roots honors our history, celebrates our present, and sparks enthusiasm for
the future. www.hoetsu.org
CHICAGO NISEI POST No. 1183 was established in 1949 with a
charter membership of 15 Japanese American veterans of World War
II. Its original name was Rome Arno Post, commemorating the initial
campaign of the 100th Battalion and 442nd Regimental Combat Team.
It was chartered under its present name in 1953, and since then has
garnered numerous awards on the district, county, departmental and
national levels of the American Legion. The Post currently has members
residing throughout the continental United States, representing all branches
of the U.S. military: Army, Air Force, Navy, and Marines. Their record of
service spans World War I, World War II, the Korean conflict, Vietnam,
and other conflicts to date.
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SPONSORS
CHICAGO JAPANESE AMERICAN COUNCIL
CHICAGO JAPANESE AMERICAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY
www.CJAHS.org | 847.998.8101
JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE – CHICAGO CHAPTER
www.JACLCHICAGO.org | 773.728.7171
JAPANESE AMERICAN SERVICE COMMITTEE
www.JASC-CHICAGO.org | 773.275.0097
JAPANESE MUTUAL AID SOCIETY OF CHICAGO
www.JMASCHICAGO.org | 773.907.3002
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